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	Definition of Terms
Pax Mongolica: This is a historical term that is used to describe the stabilizing effects that Mongols created during the Mongol Empire on social, economic, and cultural aspects of Eurasian inhabitants during the 13th and 14th centuries. The term is mentioned in the study of the “footsteps of Marco Polo” where the term is referred as the peace Mongols created to encourage trade across their empire. It enables the Eurasian trade to develop, expanding the economy of the Mongol Empire. The second reference is when indentifying the fact that security that was provided by Pax Mongolica was not the one that was present before and after Mongol Empire was created. The third relevance is that the accord provided peace and security to merchants that were traveling across the Asian counties.
Silk: this is a natural fiber that is woven into textiles and it is used to make clothes; it originates from insect’s larvae. The term is used to describe the trade that was formed due to dominance in the sale of the product, which was the Silk Road trade. The second relevance of this term is that it promoted a kind of relay trade system where traders would want to take some profits from their wares. These profits were from the sale of a variety of products such as clay pots, wine, and wheat. The third relevance is silk was used to make the silk painting of the Forbidden City. Therefore, the silk product was important to the Ming dynasty in preserving the cultural heritage of the Chinese traditions through paintings that were made on the silk garments. 
The Forbidden City: This was an imperial palace of the Ming Dynasty before the Qing Dynasty. First, it is referred in the notes as being the center of the celestial “Middle Kingdom” for the Ming Emperor. Second, it is mentioned when illustrating a picture that was made from silk material showing the image of the palace. Third, it is revealed that the palace was formed when the Ming rule stopped exploration expeditions and created a Middle Kingdom. It was a time when the Emperor wanted China to have an inward-looking kingdom by preserving its culture from the influence of other global explorers. 
Zheng He: He was a Chinese explorer during the 1371–1433. First, he was the one that was sent on behalf of Emperor Yongle to explore the Ocean Basin, making great discoveries for China and expanding trade routes for the China merchants. Second, Chinese maritime exploration ended with him after Yongle died. During the 1390s, Yongle Emperor was interested in exploring the world to increase the economy stability of the Ming Dynasty. Third, the text implies that Zheng he could have expanded the Chinese empire across Europe if he was send to explore Europe. However, during his voyages, he moved along the coastal regions of Asia and to Africa.  
Manila Galleon: This was Spanish trading route that connected Philippines with Mexico across the Ocean basin for two and a half centuries. Its first relevance is that this route became crucial to the global trade during the 16th and 17th centuries. The trade route led to the wide spread of Columbian Exchange which was characterized by both negative and positive impacts. These effects include the spread of communicable diseases and transfer of plants, animals, cultures, and human populations. The trade route also contributed to the transfer of technology and ideas during the 15th and 16th century, which was referred to as the colonization period of the Europeans. It was also the time Alexander the Great used the route to in his discovery of the New World.  Second, the Spanish ships were able to connect the ports of Manila, which is a port located near Philippines and Acapulco, a port at the Mexico City. Third, it enhanced the use of silver coins as the medium of exchange in trade. Because the silver coin was accepted and coveted around the world, the Spanish traders seized huge amounts of silver during the New World while plying through the Manila Galleon route. 
